
Year 8 French Trip
Parent Information Evening

10th – 14 July 2023



Trip Leader Trip Leader



Trip Itinerary



Provisional drop-off time: 5:00am
Please provide a packed-lunch and
snacks for the journey.

Pupils may wish to have a small
amount of UK currency to buy 
snacks when we make a comfort 
break.











French Culture
• What are the key cultural differences between the UK and 

France?
• How can I support my child to prepare for these differences?
• Will my child be able to find things to eat that they like?
• Will someone be there to support my child with using the 

target language?
• What are the dangers of being in a big city like Paris that we 

need to ensure our pupils understand?



Safeguarding Pupils

Risk Assessments and Emergency Protocols



Keeping Everyone Safe

• Safeguarding is always our first priority, safeguarding concerns on the trip will be reported directly to Vice 
Principal Buckenham who is the Lead DSL and Educational Visits Co-ordinator for Houlton School.

• The behaviour contracts and expectations that will be in place are there to keep pupils safe.

• Pupils will be supervised in small groups and allocated a staff member who will be their first port of call 
and who will be responsible for them for the duration of the trip.

• During the remote supervision elements of the trip, pupils will be given clear instructions on what to do in 
the case of an emergency situation.

• Pupils will have an emergency contact number that they can call when out on excursions and there will 
be an emergency protocol in place on all aspects of the visit and in the hotel.

• Risk Assessments will be available for parents/carers to see and in the case of an unforeseen incident, 
the emergency protocols will be actioned.

• We will be staying across two IBIS hotels, pupils will be expected to follow the expectations to keep 
themselves safe and to ensure we are being respectful of others residents in the hotel.

• Where a pupil poses a safeguarding risk, protective measure will be put in place and parents/carers 
informed.



Expectations and Behaviour
• Pupils on the trip will be representing our Houlton Family and will be expected to behave 

in an exemplary manner. The school expectations apply in the same way on the trip as 
they do on site and there will be trip specific expectations which are there to keep pupils 
and staff safe. Pupils and parents/carers will all sign the trip code of conduct prior to 
departure.

• We do not expect there to be any issues but if a pupil did put themselves or others at risk 
by not following instructions, or their behaviour was below the expected standard, 
sanctions may include:

• Missing out on parts of the trip
• Re-grouping or appropriate sanctions (phone confiscation etc.**)
• In serious cases, repatriation at the cost of parents/cares 
**Mobile phones will be permitted on the trip but there will be clear guidelines around their use 
to ensure we safeguard pupils which all pupils will be expected to adhere to. All pupils will be 
required to hand their phones in to staff prior to lights out each evening.



Rewards

• Pupils will earn rewards for demonstrating our character 
values and going above and beyond to support each 
other, be kind, try new things and be courageous.

• There will be a number of opportunities on the trip for 
pupils to complete elements of their PiXL Edge and 
World Class Schools Leadership Awards.

• There will be significant overlap on the trip with other 
curriculum areas. Pupils will be rewarded for taking the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in these opportunities 
and explore their learning in greater depth.



Health Care Plans and First Aid

• A number of our staff on the trip are first aid trained.
• Where a pupil has an identified medical need, our Lead 

First Aider Miss Divver will ensure a Health Care Plan is in 
place and shared with all staff.

• Pupils that have an EHC Plan will have a separate risk 
assessment in place to ensure we are supporting pupils 
which we will discuss with parents/carers in due course.

• It is vital that parents/carers alert us to any medical 
conditions or medications a pupil may be taking prior to 
the trip departing.



Kit list:
Essentials:

• Passport / VISA
• EHIC/GHIC card
• Secure bag with a zip 

fastening
• Luggage (that pupils 

can carry themselves)!
• Undergarmets
• Pyjamas
• Appropriate and 

comfortable clothes**
• Comfortable shoes / 

trainers (no flip flops or 
open sandals)

• Socks
• Reusable water bottle
• Pen/note book
• Medications
• Epipen

Weather:
• Raincoat
• Umbrella
• At least one jumper
• Hat
• Sunglasses
• Suncream
• Waterproof shoes  / 

clothes

Tip: check the weather
online before packing

Optional Items: 
• Mobile Phone
• Power adaptor
• Power bank
• Charger
• Headphones
• Games/cards
• Spending money 

Hygiene:
• Toiletries
• Tissues
• Hand sanitiser
• Sanitary prodcts



**Appropriate clothing
Pupils will be expected to dress appropriately throughout the duration of the trip. 
Clothes must not be inappropriately short, revealing or tight
All pupils will be issued with a lanyard which they will be expected to wear when 
outside the hotel which will be easily identifiable and will have the emergency 
contacts listed on it. The expectations on jewellery and make up remain the same 
as in school.

The following items will not be permitted:
• Flip flops or open toe sandals
• Crop tops
• Vest tops
• Football shirts
• Any clothing that has an offensive words or logos on
• Hot pant style shorts
• Bodycon dresses



Passport/VISA/EHIC/GHIC requirements 

• If your child has their own passport, as per the guidance 
from the Passport Office, please use this rather than the 
Collective Passport option.

• All passports will be collected from pupils and stored in a 
safe for the duration of the trip.

• If your child requires a VISA please ensure you obtain 
this in plenty of time prior to the trip departing.

• Please ensure you have applied via the NHS website for 
an EHIC/GHIC card if your child does not already have 
one.



FAQs
• Who will look after the passports?
• Will my child’s possessions be insured?
• Do I need a VISA for my child?
• When will we know more about the grouping and rooming 

arrangements?
• How do we get in touch if we need to?
• How much money should we give our child?
• Which staff member will be looking after my child?
• What does Varsity Travel provide?
• What do we do if our child gets homesick?
• What should l do to prepare my child for the trip?
• When will the next meeting be?
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