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Welcome to Houlton 

School!

Welcome from the Principal

Welcome from the Vice Principal

We are so excited to welcome you all to our

new school. At Houlton we will expect the

very best from you so be prepared to be

challenged! Each and every one of you will

become a member of our Houlton family and

we want you all to be successful, happy and

to feel welcomed. I am really looking forward

to seeing you in September.

Miss Buckenham

Congratulations to you and your family on

securing your place with us at ‘big school’ -

and on joining our Houlton family! For almost

a century our campus has been a world-class

centre of excellence and you will be part of

our third ever cohort of Year 7 pupils; you will

lead the way for all the children who will

follow you. You should be very proud: we

can’t wait to welcome you soon.

Mr McCulley



Transition at Houlton School

At Houlton School we have a fantastic team here to help and support you with 

your transition to secondary school. In Year 7 you will have two tutors who will 

stay with you right through to Year 11 and will be there every day to check in, 

make sure you are ok and help you with anything that you need. You will get to 

know all of our staff really well as we are still a very small school! You will have 

your very own Pupil Experience Leader who will be there to look after all of the 

new Year 7 pupils when they arrive and her name is Mrs Cunliffe.

Welcome from Mrs Cunliffe

Everyone at Houlton School is really excited about

you joining our family in September. The move to

secondary school is exciting and a big step, but we

want to make the process enjoyable and fun for you.

We know that you will have lots of questions and I will

be here to help answer those, and to help you settle in

along with all the other staff. We are all here to

support you and make sure you are happy. Just look

at what some of our existing pupils have to say about

life here at Houlton School….

‘Houlton is just really fun’ – Isaac 8O

‘People here understand you and how you feel and accept everyone’ – Maisie 8M

‘Houlton is really good as the teachers always make time to listen to you’ – Lexie 7A

‘Houlton is really good as you can do lots of different lessons, with different teachers’ – Izzy 8D

‘At Houlton you will make so many new friends! And the food is really good’ – Wassem 7S

‘I like Houlton because of the co- curricular clubs, there are so many to choose from!’ Austin 7D

‘Houlton is really nice and the teachers always help you out’ – Miley 8S

‘Houlton School is more like a family than a school’ – Darci  7W



What do I need to do with 
my Transition Booklet?

Your transition booklet is designed to ensure that we get to know you
as quickly as we can! The first few pages are for you to fill in to tell us
a little bit about who you are.

Pages marked with a are the ones that everybody has to fill
in.

The Transition Challenges section is optional so you can complete as
few or as many of the challenges as you like! The Transition
Challenges are designed to give you a taste of what is to come in
your new subjects that you will be studying in Year 7. The first
challenge is our College Challenge and your chance to help shape
the identity of your brand new College! All optional pages are marked
with a so have a go at as many as you can.

For each page with a star that you complete you will receive a reward
point. if you complete them all you could have 20 reward points
before you even go to your first lesson!

Look out for the options to get additional reward points on some of
the challenges…

We will tell you which College you are in and who your Year 8 Buddy
will be soon ☺

You will need to bring your completed Transition Booklet with 
you on your first day at Houlton School.

Houlton School Transition Booklet



Houlton College System

As our third cohort of pupils you will play a key part in helping our current pupils
to shape the school as it grows. We will need you to set the standard for all the
pupils who will join us in the years to come.

You will be joining pupils in our current College System and you can see below
the logos for our Colleges. You new Tutor Group will represent your College in
Year 7 and we know you will be as proud to be a part of them as you are the
school. You will find on the first page of your summer transition work a page for
you to work through to help you find out more about your College and what it
stands for. You will see your College Tutor’s twice a day and they will be there to
help and support you on your journey. You will also have your own Pupil
Experience Leader for Year 7 who will be on hand to make sure everything is
running smoothly. Have a look on our ‘Meet the Team’ page on our website
where you can meet all of our staff and find out more about them.



You can learn a lot about our new school just by looking closely at our logo as it is

inspired by almost a century of heritage at our campus. Take a look at the

elements below and how these honour the hundreds of members of our Houlton

family that came before us, as employees of the General Post Office, British

Telecommunications and others.

Our Houlton Family

The lower part of our 

logo represents Rugby’s 

iconic Radio Mast which 

was 250 metres high! It is 

designed to look like the 

original tuning coil from 

the Radio Station which 

was used to tune the 

radio, making sure all the 

transmissions were clear. 

This coil is now housed 

at the Science Museum 

in London and can be 

seen in the picture below.

The top part of our logo 

represents the impressive 

heritage windows that 

can be found in our 

Grade ll listed Power Hall 

Refectory and 

Auditorium. The lighter 

colour in the logo 

represents the original 

steels that you will see in 

the Power Hall which 

have been carefully 

restored. See if you can 

spot them in the pictures!



At Houlton School we have high expectations and values which apply to the way

we choose to conduct ourselves, the way that we behave towards other people

and the way that we behave in our lessons and around the school site. We expect

our pupils to model these values and be proud of them and you will be given

reward points for doing this.

Houlton School Values

What do you think our values mean? If you are unsure, research the definition. write 

your definitions below;

Courage

Tenacity

Kindness

Loyalty

Excellence



Maths

English 

Science

Geography

History

Art

Music

PSHE

PE

Dance

Drama

Design Technology

Computing/Broadcasting

Religious Education

Languages (French & Spanish)

Food Nutrition

Match up the subject to the correct icon

Subjects at Houlton School



ALL 

ABOUT 

ME

Name

Birthday Eye colour Hair colour Height

My hobbies 

are…

My favourite 

animal/pet is…

My favourite TV 

show/movie is…

My favourite healthy 

food is…

Favourite colour

My favourite unhealthy 

food is…

What is your 

favourite place and 

why?

My favourite music 

is…

My dream holiday 

destination is 

……………………… 

because 

…………………………

…………………………

…………………………

My favourite book is… My favourite subjects are…

If I had a superpower it would 

be…………………………because

………………………………………

………………………………………

My Houlton Buddy is…



All about me

A world with summer all year OR A world with winter all year 

Go to the countryside OR Go to the city

Sweets OR Chocolate 

Hold a spider OR Hold a snake

Be a tiger OR Be an eagle

Be a wizard OR Be a superhero

Only be able to walk on all fours OR Only be able to walk sideways like a crab

Never celebrate Christmas OR Never celebrate your birthday 

Go skiing OR Go to a waterpark 

Stay in an international space station for a 

week

OR Stay in an underwater hotel for a week

Be able to control fire OR Be able to control water

Eat broccoli flavoured ice cream OR Meat flavoured cookies

Have super strength OR Have super speed

Be a babysitter OR Be a dog sitter

Be too hot OR Be too cold

Tell us a little more about your likes and dislikes by doing the ‘would you rather’ 

task below. If you had to pick one or the other, which would you pick? Circle your 

answer below! 

Tell us about your skills! List 4 things that you think you are a really good at and 

you are going to bring with you to Houlton School.



Life is a journey! Think back through your life since you were born and write 

down your favourite memories or events that have shaped you and made who 

you are today. 

My journey so far



Name of the School

What were the 5 best 

things about your primary 

school?

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

What 1 thing will you miss 

the most about primary 

school?

My primary school

What does your primary school look like? Draw a picture of your primary school 

OR draw as a comic strip ‘your favourite day’ at primary school and what you did 

on that day.



Name of the school

School address

School telephone 

number

Name of the Principal

School starts at:

School finishes at:

I will get to school by:

How long will it take you 

to get to school?

What time will you have 
to leave home?

Add 8 words around the Houlton logo below to describe what you think your 

new school will be like ☺

My new secondary school



Getting to Houlton School safely is just as important as being there. In the box

below, draw the route you are going to take to school (whether that’s walking,

cycling, driving or by bus). Identify spots where there could be hazards (e.g. busy

roads) and explain how you will manage them safely. If you are riding a bicycle to

school, what safety checks do you need to do first?

My route to school



List 4 things that you are most excited about moving to Houlton School

1.

2.

3.

4.

List 4 things you are a little worried/nervous about 

1.

2.

3.

4.

List 4 things you would like to know about Houlton School

1.

2.

3.

4.

List 4 things that will help you when moving to Houlton School

1.

2.

3.

4.

List 4 differences between your primary school and Houlton School

1.

2.

3.

4.

Moving to my new school



At Houlton School we expect all our pupils to be well prepared to learn. You will 

need to bring the following equipment all the time, every single day. You will be 

moving around to different classrooms for different lessons and you have to be 

equipped for every lesson. Below are some items you will need to bring – can you 

identify them and add anything else that you think you might need?

Equipment



You will learn a huge number of new skills at secondary school, and improve 

skills you have learnt in primary school. In the goal below, write in 8 new skills or 

things you would like to build on in your years at secondary school.  Use the list 

below to help if you are stuck.

Be in a school play or 
production

Speak another language
Represent your school in a 

national competition

Learn to play a musical 

instrument

Volunteer in the local 
community

Travel to another country

Play for a school team
Use the school library 

regularly
Take care of the school 

grounds

Learn how to manage money
Taste food from another 

country
Captain a sports team

Cook a new meal from 

scratch
Read new books 

Take part in a fancy dress 

day

Create a piece of art Raise money for charity Be healthier

Learn how to read a map Join an after school club Learn to dance

Use computers to create 
your own website

Become a student leader Improve your singing

Make new friends from other 
schools

Work as part of a team
Achieve a Houlton 

Excellence Award 

My Goals



After secondary school, you can move onto college, an apprenticeship, university 

or into a job! It’s normal not to know what you want to do yet but this is a chance 

for you to have a think about your dreams! In the crystal ball write/draw where you 

see yourself in 20 years.

The Future…

What is your ideal job?

What skills will you need?

What subjects do you think you will need to study?



Summer Transition Challenges

From this page onwards you will find several tasks for you to do over the 

summer. Each subject has set tasks which will introduce you to some of the 

things you will be doing when you join us at Houlton School in September.

It is really important that you bring this work with you on the first day and show 

your Tutor. Some subjects have provided you with the space to fill out the 

answers in this book, others require you to have a notepad, pen, paper, colours 

etc. If this is the case just attach it to the back of the booklet or place it in a 

folder/plastic wallet and bring it with you on the first day of term.

We hope you have fun and enjoy Houlton learning! 



Your College Challenge
As the third year group in a brand new school, you will be really important in helping us
shape and develop how our school evolves. Our Colleges are really important to us at
Houlton as it is one of the ways we will build our Houlton family, create heathy competition
and provide support for younger pupils as they join us each year. Your College will already
have a Year 8 and Year 9 Tutor Group and you will join them as new Year 7’s. Each year
new pupils will join until eventually in Year 12 you will start to lead your College fully. This
means some of you will go on to become the first ever Student College Leaders at Houlton
School!

Task 1

Our Colleges focus on key areas of communication and are named after an ambassador of
that area. We would like you to explore why your College is such an important element of
the communication industry. Answer the questions below in as much depth as you can
without copy/pasting anything from the internet!

• How has your College’s areas of communication changed the way we live?

• Why is your College name important? What ‘first’ did the person your College is named
after do?

• What lessons could we learn from the person who inspired your College name?

Task 2

Draw your College logo in the circle below and write as many key facts as you can find
about your College ambassador (the person your College is named after). If you can, try to
think about how our Houlton School values have been demonstrated by your College
Ambassador and write your thoughts below.

Houlton School Transition Booklet



Year 6 Reading Project

TASK 1

Choose a new book to read over the summer. Try and choose something that is more difficult than

what you would normally read. Ask your teacher for some recommendations if you are not sure

what to pick

TASK 2

Write a review of the book, give it a star rating and then design an activity or a quiz that the next

person who reads it can do.

TASK 3

Pick 3 of the tasks below to do:

• Find out as much as you can about the author and write a short biography of him/her. This

should be in your own words; Don’t copy and paste anything from the internet!

• Write a letter or email to a friend, persuading them to read this book.

• Rewrite a scene from the story from the point of view of a different character.

• Write an acrostic poem about one of the characters or places in the book.

• Imagine yourself involved in one of the events of the novel. Recount what happens from your

point of view.

• Write a new story featuring some of the characters from the book.

• Write a letter to the author giving your response to the book and asking him/her any questions

you would like answered.

• Write a diary entry for one of the characters in the novel.

• Write an alternative ending to the book.

• Rewrite the story for a much younger reader.

• Redesign the book jacket and write a blurb to go on it.

• Make a timeline which shows the events of the novel.

• Design a postcard that might have been sent to or from one of the characters in the book.

• Draw one of the characters from the book and label it with words and phrases which describe

that person.

• Design the front page of a newspaper which reports a key event from the book.

• Storyboard the events of the whole novel or a key event in the story.

• Make a collage representing a character or an event from the book.

English Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet



Maths Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet
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See how many 

you can 

complete over 

the summer! 

Make sure you 

complete a 

minimum of 

three of the 

challenges to 

achieve your 

reward point.

Houlton School Transition Booklet

RS Challenge



Houlton School Transition Booklet

PE Challenge
In year 7 you will be participating in a variety of sports/activities which will challenge your

skills, leadership and understanding. At Houlton our learning links to our BIG QUESTIONS.

To give you a head start, our first 2 BIG QUESTIONS in PE are…

How do we play sports safely?

What makes an effective sports performer?



Dance Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Task 1 

Make a list of as many styles of dance as you can in the table below. Are there any

distinguishing features of this style that you can add? Use the internet to help you if you are

unsure. Try to find at least four!

Type of dance Key features

Task 2

Design your own simple dance routine. Your routine should last a minimum of thirty seconds 

and contain at least five separate movements or shapes. Write below the music/song that 

you think best suits your dance routine.

The music/song l have 

chosen for my dance is…



PHSRE Challenge

Task 1

Write a letter to your Tutor introducing

yourself and telling him/her a little bit

about what makes you ‘you’. Make sure

you include as much detail as you can.

Remember, your Tutor is the person that

will support you throughout your whole

time here so the more detail you can give,

the quicker your tutor can get to know you!

Task 2

Houlton School is part of the TLET Trust 

and we share five really important core 

values which we expect everyone to model 

every time you have the opportunity. Our 
values are:

• Kindness

• Courage

• Tenacity

• Loyalty

• Excellence

Your mission is to give examples in the 

table below of how you could demonstrate 
these values in school.

Value Kindness Courage Tenacity Loyalty Resilience

How can 

you 

demonstrate 

this value in 
school?

How can 

you 

demonstrate 

this value 

out of 

school?

Houlton School Transition Booklet



Geography Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Complete the weather diary below in as much detail as you can ☺



Have a look at the front cover from the book: Prisoners of Geography.  

The back of the book describes it as ‘a books that uses maps to show how 

geography has shaped the history of our world, as well as the future’.

Predict: What do you think this text is about?

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

Do you already know anything Geography?

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………

New vocabulary – write down any new words you haven’t encountered before.  Can you use a dictionary to 

help you find out what they mean.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What question would you like to ask about the text to help you understand it better?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



Chemistry Challenge



Physics Challenge



Biology Challenge



French Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Complete the tasks below and be prepared to impress your 

teacher in your first French lesson!



Spanish Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Complete the tasks below and be prepared to impress your 

teacher in your first Spanish lesson!



History Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

2023?



Have a look at the front cover from the book: The Silk Roads.  The back of 

the book describes it as ‘a stunning journey across the world, 

encountering mighty empires and rulers.

Predict: What do you think this text is about?

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

Do you already know anything about the Silk Roads?

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………

New vocabulary – write down any new words you haven’t encountered before.  Can you use a dictionary to 

help you find out what they mean.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What question would you like to ask about the text to help you understand it better?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



Art Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet





Acting Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Task 2

Research, draw and label different areas of the stage on the diagram below that an actor has 

to know including: wings, downstage, upstage, left, right, centre.



Houlton School Transition Booklet

Design Technology Challenge

Design Technology is such an exciting area of the curriculum as it covers so

many different areas of STEM and creative learning.

Please go to:

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-

home?fbclid=IwAR1FmUV5EBZqw6xn-

Fx6f559YVHdElYZYfIZdF5pHcmM8jWUv1ORxFfPR_k

If you scroll down on this webpage you will see 20 challenges listed. Your

mission is to complete at least one of the challenges and bring along what you

have done to you first DT lesson.

If you want to complete more than 1 challenge you will receive extra reward

points for each that you complete.

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home?fbclid=IwAR1FmUV5EBZqw6xn-Fx6f559YVHdElYZYfIZdF5pHcmM8jWUv1ORxFfPR_k
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home?fbclid=IwAR1FmUV5EBZqw6xn-Fx6f559YVHdElYZYfIZdF5pHcmM8jWUv1ORxFfPR_k
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home?fbclid=IwAR1FmUV5EBZqw6xn-Fx6f559YVHdElYZYfIZdF5pHcmM8jWUv1ORxFfPR_k


Music Challenge

Title of music/song Artist/Group Where did you hear 

it?

Why do you like it?

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Studying music is all about listening, composing and playing music of different styles and from 

different cultures. What kind of music do you like to listen to and why?

Every time you hear a piece of music or a song that you like over the summer list in in the table 

below. Continue your table on an extra sheet or paper if you need to.

List as many instruments as you can in the box below that play in a traditional orchestral. If you 

can play an instrument, highlight which one/s and write down next to them to what level you are.



Computing Challenge
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Computing Challenge

Houlton School Transition Booklet
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Food Prep & Nutrition Challenge

Task 1

Design a well balanced healthy meal on the plate below. Separate your plate like a pie

chart to show the portion size for each type of food then match the food you have

chosen to each food group around the edge of your plate. Think carefully about how

much of each food group to put on your plate. Use the internet to help you if you are

not sure.

Carbohydrates

Saturated fat Unsaturated fat

Protein

Fibre

SugarsSugars

Task 2

Have a go at cooking plain scones using the recipe below. If you are able – take a photo of your 

finished scones and stick it into your booklet. Write down how you think they went and attach 

you evaluation to this sheet. Ready…steady…cook!!!



Well done for completing 
your Houlton School 
Transition Booklet!

Houlton School Transition Booklet

Don’t forget to bring your booklets with you on your first day. Your 

teachers will be giving you lots of reward points for completed tasks 

which have shown lots of effort ☺ Write in the star how many reward 

points you think you have earnt!

We are really looking forward to seeing you in September!
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